
Series:  “Life in Perspective”                  Grace Baptist Church 

Text:  Ecclesiastes 8:6-17                                June 14, 2015 

“Do Circumstances Reveal God’s Favor?” 

 Seeing Through the Deception of Life by Accepting God’s Sovereignty 

 

There are three foundational truths that we must accept regarding God’s Sovereignty in order to 

accurately see God’s favor in our lives.   

 

   

1. God Has Set __________________________ that Cannot Be Exceeded – v 6-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Your Circumstances Can Be ________________________________ – v 10-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. God’s Favor is Given through _______________ _______________ –  v 15-17 

 

 

 

 



Session 2 – Application Questions 

These questions are provided for your further study and application of today’s message.  

Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these questions during the week will help to drive home 

the point of the sermon.  It is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  This can take 

place with friends, your family, accountability partners, or ministry groups within the church.   

Day One:  Read Matthew 11:1-6 – 

 Where was John the Baptist when he sent his disciples to Jesus (v 2)?   

Do you think it would have been easy for John to think his circumstances meant that God 

had abandoned him?    What does John’s question to Jesus reveal?   

 

What specific circumstance(s) in your life make you wonder if God has forgotten you?   

 

Jesus answers John’s question, but does not go get him out of jail.  Do you think that’s 

odd?   

Jesus calls John to reaffirm his faith in Christ.  Spend some time reflecting, not on your 

circumstances but on who Jesus is.  What He has done for you.  Thank Him for His 

faithfulness in being God. 

 

Day Two:  Read Philippians 4:4-9 –  

 Is it easy to “rejoice in the Lord always?”   

Based upon what you’re learning from Ecclesiastes, what is the secret to rejoicing in the 

Lord? 

Paul says that the peace of God passes all understanding.  What do you think that means?   

How would this peace be able to “guard” your hearts and minds in Christ?  (HINT:  The 

Greek word means to “protect.”) 

Spend some time in prayer regarding verse 8.  Just thank God for His faithfulness in your 

life to show you the things that are lovely, etc.   

 

Day Three:  Read Philippians 4:10-20 – 

 Are you content with your overall situation in life?  Why or why not? 

How would resting in Christ’s sovereignty change this scenario for you? 

  

In verse 13, Paul reveals the secret to contentment.  What is it?   

Think of two ways that you can practically rest in Christ’s power this week instead of 

focusing on your own circumstances.     


